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"True, true," replied the knight, with an agonized look; "there is no alternative. And his scarlet coat had nothing to do
with it, as Hilary was fond of recounting, for he had been in civilian clothes

when they met, as he was tonight. . "
As he said this, he moved forward a few paces, when, finding his feet glued to
the ground by some adhesive substance, he stooped to feel what it was, but
instantly withdrew his hand, with an exclamation of horror.
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