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            “But who could have lent you money?”
“I pawned my pearl necklace. . ”
He took an optimist view of her chances. The man who staggers,
whose face is flushed, whose attitude is either noisily friendly or truculent, has
some chance; liquor bends him eventually. Slowly she
released the hammer on the pistol, uncocking it, and Gerald became conscious
that he had been holding his breath.
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